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TO 



Piles 



FROM 



Robert II. Barnes 



DATE:^6 Sept. 1945 



SUBJECT: 



From available data (stren G th reporta from the 
V/ost Coast and tele G ra P hic advice from Col. Johnson) it appear: 
that liquidation on the West Coast will proceed as follow 
(civilian employees are excluded from the follov/in C in the 



absence of pertinent data). 



Area or Section 
L 03 Angeles 
Casa 

Catalina 

San Francisco 

Newport 

Schools l: Training 
Field Photographic 
San Francisco 



Date set for Closing 
October 1 

M II 

" II 

fl (Partial only) 
October 10 
October 10 
October 15 
November 1 



No. Personnel 
as of Sent 17 

27 

5 
92 
12 
68 
21 
10 

6 
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L W GAMBLE WN V COL JOHNSON SF 



qfi SEP 24 90 28 

.NSWER YOUR MEMO 13 SEPT WE SUBMIT FOLLOWING AND WILL MAKE 



RE DETAILED REPORT LATER. 



JY ORDER OF CHARLES CHESTON, DEADLINE OF 1 OCT 45 WAS SET FOR 
CLOSING PCA. THE PRESENT STATUS IS — 

BY 1 OCT THE LOS ANGELES, SEATTLE, FIR UNIT, CASA UNIT AT MONTEREY, 

AND CATALINA ISLAND ESTABLISHMENTS WILL BE CLOSED AND PERSONNEL TERMlWn.L 
OR TRANSFERRED. 

BY 10 OCTOBER THE SCHOOLS & TRAINING UNITS, NEWPORT BEACH WILL 
BE CLOSED AND ALL PERSONNEL TERMINATED OR TRANSFERRED. 

ON OR ABOUT 15 OCTOBER THE FIELD PHOTOGRAPHIC BRANCH, HOLLYWOOD 
WILL BE CLOSED AND ALL PERSONNEL TERMINATED OR TRANSFERRED. 

THE SAN FRANCISCO OFFICE WILL CLOSE ON 1 OCTOBER WITH THE EXCEPTION 
THAT A SMALL STAFF CONSISTING OF THE CHIEF, PCA, THE EXECUTIVE OFFICE*, 
ONE SECRETARY, AND THREE EMS, WILL MOVE TO THE WAREHOUSE, 330 

JACKSON ST. WHERE ALL FINAL CLOSING ARRANGEMENTS SUCH AS SURPLUS PROk...; 
PAYROLL , LEASES, ETC. WILL BE DIRECTED. IT IS EXPTECTED THAT THE ENk, . 
ENTIRE LIQUIDATION OF PCA WILL BE COMPLETED ON OR BEFORE 1 NOVEMBER. 

ON OR ABOUT 1 NOV. THE WRITER IS MOST ANXIOUS TO BE SEPARATED FROM THt 
SERVICE OH THE PACIFIC COAST. HE WILL HAVE MORE THAN 60 POINTS BY NOv. 
AND ANYTHING YOU CAN DO WILL BE VERY MUCH APPRECIATED. 
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COLONEL E. VJ . GAMBLE 

III ANSWER YOUR MEMORANDUM 13 SEPTEMBER VJE SUBMIT 
FOLLOWING Alffl VJILL MAKE MORE DETAILED REPORT LATER. BY ORDER 
OF CHARLES CHESTOH, DEADLINE OF 1 OCTOBER 1945 WAS SET FOR 
CLOSING PCA. THE PRESENT STATUS, -- BY 1 CCT03ER THE LOS AHGEIES, 
SEATTLE. FIR UNIT, THE CASA UNIT AT MONTEREY AND CATALINA ; 

ISLAND ESTABLISHMENTS WILL EE CLOSED AND PERSONNEL TERMINATED 
OR TRANSFERRED. 

BY 10 OCTOBER THE SCHOOLS AND TRAINING UNITS, NEWPORT 
BEACH, VJILL BE CLOSED AND ALL PERSONNEL TERMINATED OR TRANSFERRED 
ON OR ABOUT 15 OCTOBER THE FIELD PHOTOGRAPHIC BRANCH, 
HOTLY.', 'COD , VJILL BE CLOSED AND ALL PERSON!. EL TERMINATED OR 
TRANSFERRED . 

THE SAN FRANCISCO OFFICE VJILL CLOSE ON 1 OCTOBER VJIT1I 
THE EXCEPTION THAT A SMALL STAFF CONSISTING OF THE CiII^F, xCA, 
TIE EXECUTIVE OFFICER, ONE SECRETARY AND 3 EM'S VJILL GO TO THE 
WAREHOUSE AT 330 JACKSON STREET, WHERE ALL FINAL CLOSING ARRANGE 
'..ENTS SUCH AS SURPLUS PROPERTY, PAYROLL, LEASES. ETC., WILL BE 
DIRECTED, IT IS EXPECTED THAT THE ENTIRE LIQUIDATION OF PCA 
VJILL BE COMPLETED ON OR BEFORE FIRST NOVEMBER. CM OR ABOUT 
FIRST NOVEMBER THE WRITER IS HOST ANXIOUS TO BE SEPARATED FROM 
TEE SERVICE OH THE PACIFIC COAST. HE WILL HAVE MORE THAN 60 
POINTS BY NOVEMBER AND ANYTHING YOU CAN DO VJILL BE VERY MUCH 



APPRECIATED. 



COLONEL JOHNSON 
SANFRANCISCO 
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7 September 1945 



Copt. Militant L. Cory, Roportg Offlcor, Secretariat, 
OSS, PosVilngtcm, 9. C. 

Cblof, Pacific Coast Area, OSS, 3 an Francisco, Calif. 

► ■s_* 3 l ‘ t 

ffQreC7l iiontbly Report of Pacific coast Area Activities, 

August 1945. 
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lllllon L* Carj „<•> 

7 September 1945 

Special T?\mAa» 

V\^, tetal ° f ^» 241 * 11 <*“»**» the fiscal 

E . 

i \\sBoagoih and toalyolfe Brunch. 

lv x> '^ iS onorgio3 of this branch vroro dlrocted primarily to 
the Sormr&lng of flics to Washington, some material on Korea, 
a report on tha attitude of tho Netherlands East Indies, and a 
hit of Information concerning tho quarrol between tho Nether- 
lands and huatraliun governments, wore submitted to Washington. 

1. Survey of Porolrca Exports . 

i H / * 

Ml lntorv lowing relative to directives on hand v/oro 
terminated during the month of August, and tho staff applied 
ltaelf to the transmission of appropriate filos and records 
to *ftaahin&ton. Bound volume a of index 3lipa on persons who 
havo knowledge of countries, commodities, industries, trans- 
portation, otot, wore preaonted to tho San Francisco Office of 
Wllltary Intelligence for uao by that agency and tho Office of 
naval intelligence. The S.F branch sorviced 24 governmental 
intelligence offices and a gone io a during it3 ten-nonth period 
of operation in the Pacific Coast Aroa, 

5. Foreign nationalities Branch. 

This branch was officially terminated during tho month 
of August, and the appropriate filos have been forwarded to 
Washington. 

6. Sohools end Training Branch. 

The final report of Schools and Training reflects that 
910 men wore trained for OSS during the period, 10 July 1944 to 
29 August 1945. This figuro includes a special group for FEU 
and a group for Uaritino Unit* The last class vras concluded on 
29 August 1945. 

V . Station FBQ. Besoda. 

During tho month of August 14,030 intercepts vrere 
recorded hj this branch. T^ia la a considerable docroaae over 
the month, of July. 
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- PloU ^oto^aiphlo. 

Pomt 16 m colored flln aubjocta wore conploted and 
dUbtVbubad aa directed during tho nonth* 

\ 0 * Seattle* 

^0 reports viaro submitted by this office to V/aahington 
during the month* Considerable work waa dono toward tho closing 
of tho Seattle office* 

11* asa/CASA Outpos t * 

Uonnnda on this unit declined rapidly during tho month 
and activity virtually coaaod by tho end, as CASA, officers woro 
ahipped to tho tho at or • \ rocomondation Tfas nado and approvod 

that tho Outpost ho terminated* Plans for tho closing v/oro 
immediately instituted* 



12* UP Branch* 

Tho final halt -hour program (#124) of a tinoloss nature 
\iaa produced by Groan’s Project on 11 August because tho situation 
from a Hach radio standpoint uas too confused to warrant continued 
delayed broadcasts* Thereafter throe transmissions vroro made ovor 
nouly acquired shortviave facilities for immediate use. Program 
broadcasts coaaod 14 August. At present tho personnel are pro- 
ducing valuable analyses of trends in Japan. Pursuant to tho 
order to close the studio has already been dismantled. 




at CASA Tioro hold during tho month. 



Several mobile demonstrations on tho Ponansa projoot 



hoapootfully aubmittod for Lt. Col. Stewart C. 
Johnson, Chlof, Pacific Coaat Aroa: 



L. A. DETlIISFSCm, 



Xj • A. U&TUUSfSUN , 

lit. (Jc)» TJSNR, 

Executive Officer. 



ST AT 18 GOVERNMENT 

* w *™ttEG\C SERVICES 



ml» <taTj JW 



2 Vat^j EspotU, Ku§wt MB, 

sttYogs 

^%olu\ luxAs exA Security 
Ifck 

Ssuney ui Poretsa txpwts 
,, ^crel^ yj&tlou&iVtice 
s. Wtaol* «A 'itfcVtAftR 



n\®«® 

V®, OWtw ttaetou 
V\, Eitareth VVImu 



7, Station ?BR, 

8, Los Armies Office 

9, Held Photographic 

10, Seattle Office 

11, OASA Outpost 
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UNITED STATES COVER 

OFFICE OF STRATEGIC 



N M ENT 

SERVICES 



PACIFIC COAST AREA 



408 MONTGOMERY STREET 



SAN FRANCISCO. CALIFORNIA 

l8 September 1945 



Col* Edward if. Gamble, Jr., 
Executive & Liquidating Officer, 
Office of Strategic Services, 
25 th & E Streets, N. W., 
Yteshington 25, D. C. 



i'ooi- oujLocex oamoie: 



* our letter of 13 September addressed to Lt. Col. Stewart 
C. Johnson concerning the liquidation of the Pacific Coast Area 
" aB received today. Col. Johnson Is on a closing out Tn 
tha southarn part of the state this week end upon his return 
will submit a report to you. Briefly, I can say that we are 
making good progress in the termination of OSS activities out 

O0F6 • 



It was a pleasure to see 
It brings pleasant memories of 



your signature on a letter again, 
our association in France. 



Sincerely, 




OSS Form UOOIO 
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13 September 1045 



Lt. Colon.1 Stj«rt Johnso^ 

Ss fonfco^ry Street 

San Francisco , California 

Dear Colonel Johnson: r /A 

You undoubtedly arc ^Special ulda J 

Suou.. of S Septenoer 1944 appom , 
t^nr Officer 

General Donovan. »•£»» grouUiS^folUles 
addressed to I !»vo enclosed . 

copy h of"that e letter which is" self-explanatory . 

To the end that l ^gedMln the Director ’ s letter 

taken to effectuate the poli , ^ tQnent from 7 ou as to the plans 

^ofSe a Kr?oui e o??ice V ind the ,esVCoast. 



Edward Vi Gamble, Jr. 

1 * irr, . O V>rl 







Enclosure 




DATE IQ Ort . T 04 R 



TO:. Col. V.fen»l T f 

Liquidation Officer 




Por your information and files. i 



3 October 1945 
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Catalina Island Lea303 (0SS-1090 

Ll ^ 

Sonllnn^^ 1116 leases between 

’iwishl’iSIS- SaS’Ss3SR*» 

theao parcels and 
nd«™ a T° la1 ? 8 Wlth representatives 
»dua I am furnishing you with a 
Ions and making certain recom- 
saltlon of all our obligations 

;d to occupy parts of Catalina 
wo.juencing in December, 1943, 

_ ^ ur ®*£ or permanent improve- 

was for barracks and' otherbulldln K 3U3ed f t Xp9ndltur93 

personnel on the island. The coat^r f^ t9 q yf rtar °SS 
considerable, orimarily because it ~n the3 ° bui ldings was 
instance to transport materials i nocoesary in each 
Other expenditure a were necessary to adwt"^^ 011 , th *, aainland - 
premises to tho training needs of OSS’for ^ e ? istln S leaaod 
at Toyon Cove was extended and * f ° r sample, the Dler 

wore added, oxiatingpijnblng and ref river drive "“ys 

were improvod, and so forth 8 it ofris °f ation facilities 
pendlture3 sore doemod necoLry anH™™^ S 1 tha3a a *' 
wore made, and that proDor autL>rl * Jm « P ° r &t the tini0 
the agonoy before work was commenced! received within 

U. Cois. Johnson STffi Up of tha Premises, 

of all property Installed h^n= 0 glV ! n orders for the removal 
stantial injury to the °remi, 2 SS “ d r 6D0Vabla "ithout sub- 

removal exceeded the sal^ e® 8 ^ 0pt * bera the cost of 
niight have to tho p or other value the property 
stantlally dSn£\ito *™*\ Thl3 ’ I found, had 

«... „„, laoa .;\£3ffi g'SS'SS^r^.d 
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3 October 1945 

MEMORANDUM 

Chief, Procurement and Supply Branch 
FROa: General Counsel 

SUBJECT: Termination of Santa T t „ 

and OSS-1105) allna Island Lea3o 3 (0SS-1090 

OSS and Santa Catalinr'l-aland 0 ComDanv Xi r^ in8 i lea36S botwe0n 
parcels (includln e ButtonshaU Beach i^r^ " 8 / 07911 39 P«**t« 
have been terminated, effective 30 ^it* £ d , Und9r OSS-1105), 
trip to the west Coist Uns^oted an^f 9 ^^ 5 * °V y rQ09nt 

discussed settlement of termination th ??! parcels and 

of the lessor. In this mem^andua I^am^f unn^lvt representatives 
brief statement of my observations you wlth a 

mendations conceminR the d njak_ng certain recom- 

under both leasesT E dl3 P°®ition of all our obligations 

island for^training ?° UP 7 parts of Catalina 

OSS has made aubstlntUl ^ninH^ S 8 in Decara ber, 1943, 
menta to the leased premises d Th^ r h a iv° r e Perman9nt lm Prove- 
was for barracks and P 0 ther bulldings^e^ to* 193 ® ? Xp9ndltur93 
personnel on the island. Thn in.? 8 !!*' 4 ??* quarter OSS 
considerable, orimarUy belause ^ bulldln S 3 was 

instance to transport Lf n Sf!? U . was necessary in oach 

Other expenditures were noce 3 3 ar^to^adap t° tho°ex i» t nai " land * 
premises to tho training needs of OSS- for m™! 11 ? 2 1 «aaod 
at Toyon Cove was extended and lenfftwlS example, the pier 

the agency before work was commenced! " 0r ° reoelv9d fl ^hin 

Lt. cols. Johnson ETSSS have 01 ? 31 * 5 “ P ° f th9 Poises, 
of all property installed ov ^a 81 ^” 0rd9r8 for tb ® removal 
stantlal injury to the nt,™? S and r9n °vablo without sub- 
removal excoodL th! ? r °® 1303 0XC ®Pt "boro the cost of 
^ight have to r 3a ^ va 5° or other value tho property 
■tantially !on! wito*^ 8nt \ Thla * 1 *>«*. had been aub- 

ri "™- g“s s ss\:;*Xa 
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’ for the moat pert* turned into surplus property channels 
disposal* The exceptions wore at two installations which 
/ normally leased without rental charge by tho Santa Catalina 
land Company to charitable organizations. In those areas* 

,53 had erected barracks which will bo usable by tho organiza- 
tions in question. Col* Johnson and Col. Allen both felt that 
the few plumbing fixtures installed in those barracks might 
be left behind* In all other instances, however, 3 uch fixtures 
were removed* 

4* You will recall that some time ago we discussed 
ways and moans of realizing maximum returns on tho barracks 
and other buildings erected by OSS. With your consent, I 
suggested to Col. Johnson that he arrange to get bid3 for the 
salvage value of the lumber and other materials in tho buildings. 

I found that several local dealers had submitted lumber and 
other materials in the buildings. I found that several local 
dealers had submitted bids with somewhat disappointing results. 
While I do not have the exact figures before me, Cols. Johnson 
and Allen and I computed that tho net gain to OSS on the boat 
bid would be about #100 at Toyon Cove. While concededly the 
lumber and other materials have a real value, the buildings 
would have to be dismantled and transported to tho mainland. 

The high labor coats involved in those operations wore undoubtedly 
the principal reason for the low bida received. Under the cir- 
cumstances, Cols. Johnson and Allen felt, and I agreod, that 
the removal of the buildings would, in the long run, prove 
disadvantageous and uneconomical to the Government. Even though 
bids were submitted on the basis that the contractor would have 
to restore the areas from which tho buildings were removed, it 
could be anticipated that argumonts would develop v/ith the 
lessor as to whether restoration was done properly. Further- 
more, all OSS personnel were leaving the island on 30 September 
or within one or two days thereafter, and it was obviously 
preferable that matters bo settled as finally as possible prior 
to their departure. 

5. The leases in question, OSS-1090 and OSS-1105, 
provide that the Government may be required to restore the 
leased premises within sixty days after receiving notice from 
the lessor to do so, and if it does not do so, tho lessor can 
restore and charge tho Government with the cost. The lessor 
here, to protect’its rights in this respect, has already given 
us notice that it will require restoration. At the same time 
it has indicated its willingness to accept the improvements 
made by the Government in lieu of restoration, but it has 
refused to pay anything for such improvements. At a meeting 
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^ O 0n . da i e ^ d , S «^- b -> at the homo of Mr. 

U. S. Slaugh, Vice Prondent of tho lessor, between US. 

Slaugh and *r. J;^ 00 ' Aasiatant Secretary of the 

loaacr, and Col. Alien, L t . Dethlofson of the San Francisco 
office, and myself# Mr. olaugh sald fchat tho bulldlnsa 
erected by OSS were oi no value to the Santa Catalina Island 
Co* All of them, no pointed out, were of temporary construc- 
tion and of a design Tor the most part unsuitable for U 3 e by 
tho lessor. Ho conceded that tho materials contained therein 
had somo value on tho island, but ho said that the company 
was not planning any construction and had no need for any 
such materials at this time. He also admittod that somo of 
tho other improvements (o.g,, the extension of the pier at 
Toyon, and the cemont walk and roadway) enhanced the value 
of the land, but ho said that they were not nocoasary to the 
premises, and tho lessor could not bo expected to share any 
part of tho cost. The one thing which ho acknowledged to have 
somo valuo to tho lessor was four boilers installed by OSS 
on two of the parcels. If those wore loft installed, ho said 
tho lessor would allow $400 for the boilers, to be applied 
either against tho ront or against the lessor's claim for 
damagos to tho interior of tho buildings at Toyon. LIr. 

Slaugh was well aware of the strength of his bargaining posi- 
tion, and when we endeavored to proas him on these itoms he 
replied that it would bo perfectly satisfactory to tho lessor 
if the Government removed all of its improvements and restored 
tho premisos. 

6* In tho course of our discussion Ur. Slaugh made 
lb plain that we could not agreo on a final sottloraent at that 
time because ho had not yot had an opportunity to Inanect tho 
Interiors at Toyon (before the war a boys' n ™ 

Inga roportod to have been In good condition at tb « ** 

began occupancy). Mr. Soott suggested that the allowance on 
till four boilors could be sot off against the coBt °[ f 

inn and roDlaoterlng the Interiors at loyon. I replied that 
Ihadc are fully go no over ell the buildings, that X believed 

Lem t C o a b: f fn1ofd n condnlon, and ^UaX^aTaL'^arTnd 
or two oxoeptlons which would not bo regard cjovom- 

taar Mr. slaurh pointed out that under tho lease tfte oovern 

mont ha^an^afflrmatlve obligation to ^ 

good state of maintenance and repair. I P intln „ 0I> r9 - 
had done so. and that we had no U app^ared 

plastering the interiors except in any , by our ac ts or 
that actual damage had been caused the premises by our 

omissions. 

7. On Thursday, 27 

Island, l£r. Slaugh and other ro £T!^dlnp to word I subsequently 
spected the interior at Toyon, accord g 




iaco tint ^ 

Gept ciS? Ul <* U.r ta •icOT 0 ^^ vmro willing 

m \ \ * 4 \f rixW a 8 TdTo 5 t er 1 t;, th8ir 

wcwmt o£^^ aao ^i ^| ' Qxtoi>ior° 0 ^ Interior • 

1 HW4 in 2l>* bollix ha or credit un with ^ 



i ex- 

to do 



count o£ tv <v ‘ So cl 4 J_ oUhor exterior , 
tiirod in r Qtl v f ^ M W„ J Ua or credit un „ i()U _ n 

M OW tutewil^ no iTStciaff th U ^P^tion 

SffassL u srs?^ 

concern to tho lessor 'w ° ^ h ° 3aid It »„* 
uUem end roatorod the er„^ *! loCt tho bu ll<Ung8 or removed 
dnder the circumstances V»“ n ^ to th0lr Tonner condition. 

•sould certainly be involved u° a 0f t ,° 6nomouo coot which 
'node, seem to have M aWt If 1 “ n<i re 3 t °raUon, wo 
Coast Guard did when It 1 ™™, ° tl } Qr than to do what the 
the island earlier tht . 3urromiore d tne Isthmus props rty on 
the owner oItheland»I? r ' . , tUra tho b cildln 8 i over to 
'»ar. Furthermore, it’ . tha axpQno ° a3 3 coat of 
present a la^er claim th "- 20oH Q f U ° f sl “^ ™uld 
the other properties if «.«w» restoration of Toyon and 
Xt Toyon alone, for exmnlo half « h'°° V ° ttU '■^rovemanta. 
aoparntinr annll v.™™.. ^ °* VialC a dozen or moro partitions 

oor tS COnaldar ^ *••• than 

t.ovarmanT °ni and ^“tsscous bareain available to tho 
I mSESVu ?l0 ,p a0 i 0t ma haV0 * our vle " 3 immediately, as 
«S^5SS d ttr * Slaugh an an an or within ton days. If you wish. 
^ bQ & lad t0 aaalat preparatlon^of a 

supplemental agreement with the lessor. 



CC ' rv? Uldatlon Q f £icer 

C * Stools ft Training 
Chief, Pacific Coast Area 



John R. Schooner, Jr. 
Assistant Gonoral Counaal 



